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your countrymen to tell lies in favour of each other', you can be at all affected by any reports that circulate among them. Macpherson never in his life offered me a sight of any original or of any evidence of any kind; but thought only of intimidating me by noise and threats, till my last answer,—that I would not be deterred from detecting what I thought a cheat, by the menaces of a ruffian—put an end to our correspondence.
' The state of the question is this. He, and Dr. Blair, whom I consider as deceived, say, that he copied the poem from old manuscripts. His copies, if he had them, and I believe him to have none, are nothing. Where are the manuscripts ? They can be shown if they exist, but they were never shown. De non existentibus et non apparentibus, says our law, eadem est ratio. No man has a claim to credit upon his own word, when better evidence, if he had it, may be easily produced. But, so far as we can find, the Erse language was never written till very lately for the purposes of religion. A nation that cannot write, or a language that was never written, has no manuscripts.
' But whatever he has he never offered to show. If old manuscripts should now be mentioned, I should, unless there were more evidence than can be easily had, suppose them another proof of Scotch conspiracy in national falsehood.
' Do not censure the expression; you know it to be true.
' Dr. Memis's question is so narrow as to allow no speculation; and I have no facts before me but those which his advocate has produced against you.
' I consulted this morning the President of the London College of Physiciansa, who says, that with us, Doctor of Physick (we do not say Doctor of Medicine} is the highest title that a practicer of physick can have; that Doctor implies not only Physician, but teacher of physick; that every Doctor is legally a Physician; but no man, not a Doctor, can practice physick but by licence particularly granted. The' Doctorate is a licence of itself. It seems to us a very slender cause of prosecution.
*******
1 My friend has, in this letter, relied upon my testimony, with a confidence, of which the ground has escaped my recollection. BOSWKLL. Lord Shelburne said : ' Like the generality of Scotch, Lord Mansfield had no regard to truth whatever.' Fitzmaurice's Shelburne, i. 89.
3 Dr. Lawrence. See Johnson's letter to Warren Hastings of Dec. 20,1774. See post, beginning of 1781.
'I am
' This                                                          fil havenfluence over her husband.   She once in a little warmth, made, with more point than justice, this remark upon that subject: ' I have seen many a bear led by a man; but I never before saw a man led by a bear.1    BOSWELL.   See ante, ii. 75.
